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	U.S. Election Campaign

	Subjects
English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Sciences

	
Rigor/Relevance

Framework



	Grade Level 9

	

	Instructional
Focus
	· Survey of Literature
· Algebra I
· Environmental Science
· World History
· Reading


	Student
Learning


	Students in five courses will participate in an integrated project based on the U.S. electoral process and campaign issues in the national presidential campaign.
· Students in Algebra I will learn budgeting and study the economics of the proposed tax plan.
· Students in ELA will compare persuasive techniques used to affect public opinion during wars in Vietnam and Iraq.
· Students in Environmental Science will research, discuss, and evaluate the environmental policies proposed by each political party.

· Students in Reading will research, discuss, and evaluate arguments for and against school choice.

· Students in World Studies will research the historical background and application of the U.S. Electoral College.

· Students in all five courses will practice taking and defending a position, researching from a variety of sources, taking notes, outlining, and persuading others of their views.




	Performance
Task
Performance
Task
(con’t.)

	Algebra I
The students will research and discuss each political party’s election year platform position on stimulating the national economy by changing tax policies, using the presidential candidates’ proposed tax policies as examples. They will work in groups based on low, middle, and high income to investigate and respond to the candidates’ tax plans. The students will create a new tax plan that generates a specific overall budget for a fictional city. They will outline their tax plan in a news article.

Survey of Literature
Students will read a collection of war stories. They will research the persuasive techniques used to affect public opinion during past wars, e.g., Vietnam and Iraq. Students will investigate a present wartime situation specifically as a campaign issue, focusing on the pros and cons of U.S. involvement and contrasting the candidates’ views. Students will participate in a classroom debate of the issues.

Environmental Science
Students will research, discuss, and debate the environmental policies of the two candidates and their party platforms, for example, the funding of the cleanup of polluted Superfund sites, the drilling for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and the impact of the Healthy Forest Act. Students will choose an issue and write an action plan outlining changes in policy needed to improve the situation.

Reading

Students will read and debate differing views on school choice and school vouchers. They will collect evidence in terms of school funding, academic achievement, school climate, discrimination, competition, and constitutionality. Students will write an opinion editorial outlining their views and supporting them using the evidence they collected.

World Studies

Students will research the history of the Electoral College and the reasons it was established. They will study past presidential campaigns as case studies and debate the pros and cons of this system of election. Students will research ways other democracies elect their leaders. Students will design and distribute a pamphlet outlining and explaining the election process and regulations to new voters.

Final Project

Students will respond in the role of campaign workers for one of the presidential candidates. They will work in pairs to produce a one-minute television advertisement using iMovies to persuade voters.
Each campaign ad will include at least two of the issues the students researched in their core classes. Students will make valid claims for their candidate using specific and clear evidence. They will storyboard the commercials using found images on the Internet; put them in the desired order; adjust the timing of the clips; and add text titles, transitions, narration, and other audio and visual effects.



	Essential
Skills

Essential

Skills

(con’t).

	Curriculum Matrix of Essential Skills—Mathematics
· Perform operations with signed (positive and negative) numbers, including decimals, ratios, percents, and fractions. (m1)

· Understand the best procedures for statistical data collections, organization, and display including making estimates and predictions and drawing inferences. (m5)

Curriculum Matrix of Essential Skills—English Language Arts
· Apply in writing the rules and conventions of grammar, usage, punctuation, paragraphing, and spelling. (e1)

· Gather information from a variety of sources, including electronic sources, and summarize, analyze, and evaluate its use for a report. (e3)

· Identify, collect, and/or select pertinent information while reading. (e7)

· Prepare and deliver individual speeches by gathering information, rehearsing, making eye contact, speaking loudly enough, delivering information in a well-organized fashion, and appealing to the needs of the target audience. (e10)

· Apply rules of appropriate diction, grammar, and usage in formal speaking situations. (e13)

· Use editing and revising skills to improve effectiveness and accuracy of drafts. (e14)

· Discriminate important ideas from unimportant ideas while reading. (e15)

· Express opinions clearly and forcefully without interrupting or insulting others. (e16)

· Analyze, evaluate, and critique such events as current events, political campaigns, advertisements, and media. (e17)

· Assess the validity and accuracy of an informational selection. (e18)

· Understand the personal, social, cultural, and historical significance of a text. (e23)

· Summarize, synthesize, and organize information while reading. (e24)

· Listen, comprehend, and summarize essential information from a variety of sources such as speeches, plays, commercials on radio and television, and political debates. (e25)

· Define a position on a controversial topic and write a persuasive essay or make an oral presentation likely to persuade a specific audience to change an opinion or take a particular action. (e27)

· Understand the importance of accuracy in final drafts. (e33)

Curriculum Survey of Essential Skills—Science
· Understand how humans, through technology, cause environmental change by disrupting the equilibrium or balance of nature by introducing pollutants into the environment. (s6)

· Understand the human impact on the environment through pollution (air, water, and soil) and ways to improve it through education, research, laws, and conservation. (s10)

· Understand ecology as the study of the interactions and relationships of organisms with their living and nonliving environments (i.e., the ecosystem, communities, and populations). (s13)

· Identify and comprehend the concepts involving the earth’s water, i.e., ground water (infiltration, permeability, porosity, and capillarity), surface water (runoff), and pollution (sources, types, concentration, and long-range effects). (s17)

· Exhibit good data management skills by collecting, organizing, and graphing data. (s19)



	Scoring Guide           See attachment.


	Attachments/

Resources 
	· Sample Screen Shots


Submitted by: Ken Rose, Clemente Community Academy
 Scoring Guide
Score each of the following tasks on a scale of 4 to 0, where

4 = outstanding performance, 3 = high quality performance, 2 = satisfactory performance
1 = minimal performance, 0 = does not meet expectations.

Part I. iMovie Storyboard

Score


Task

_______ 
The storyboard is complete, with 10–14 slides planned out.

_______ 
The 8–12 images (pictures) that you will find on the Internet are noted or listed.

_______
At least four titles or captions are included. (These will appear as written words in your movie. Remember, a title may be as simple as “Vote for Bush.”)

_______ 
The spoken words (narration or dialogue) you will use are written out (or at least planned out or summarized).*
_______
At least two clear points are made, focusing on two different issues. Points must reflect the candidate’s views accurately!

_______
Both points are supported by clear and specific evidence.
_______ 
A clear focus is maintained. (No off-the-subject details or contradictory points; clear connections between points and evidence.)
* NOTE: You can also note sound effects and music, but this is not required today.

Part II. Working on the Computers

Score


Task

_______
Each member of the group participates in the making of the movie during each session.
_______
Each member uses computers and programs (Internet Explorer, iMovie) successfully.

_______
Each member follows the classroom rules (no loud talking or rude behavior; no traveling around the room; no off-topic computer use.)
Part III. The Final Product

Score


Task

_______
The movie presents two clear points that accurately reflect the candidate’s positions (based on what you learned in class).
_______
The points are supported by evidence (specific details, examples, facts).

_______
There focus is maintained. (No off-the-subject details or contradictory points; clear connections between points and evidence.)
Sample Screen Shots
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