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	Visual Literacy: The Relationship
Between Text, Shapes, and Images

	Subject(s) 


Technology (Graphic Communications), Math, English Language Arts

	
Rigor/Relevance

Framework



	Grade Level 9-12
	

	Instructional
Focus
	Math
Geometry: Students apply geometric concepts, properties, and relationships in a problem-solving situation. Students communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems.
Measurement: Students use a variety of tools and techniques of measurement in a problem-solving situation. Students communicate the reasoning used in solving these problems.
English Language Arts

Reading: Students read a variety of grade level materials, applying strategies appropriate to various situations.
Writing: Students write for a variety of purposes and audiences with sophistication and complexity appropriate to the grade level.
Listening: Students listen for a variety of purposes appropriate to the grade level.
Speaking: Students speak for a variety of purposes and audiences with sophistication and complexity appropriate to the grade level.
Language Arts Integration: Students synthesize individual language arts skills.


	Student
Learning
Student
Learning
(con’t.)

	Math
Geometry: Students will apply geometric concepts, properties, and relationships when creating a visual story utilizing five unrelated images (photographs). The students will display the visual story in an order that will relate to the images in a geometric shape (example: triangle). The students will present and read the visual story to the class.
Measurement: Students will use a variety of tools (rulers, templates, pencils, compasses) and techniques of measurement while creating the visual story. Students will need to accurately measure and understand that the varying arrangement and order of images dictate proper content.
English Language Arts
Reading: Students will read a variety of grade level stories and then apply an appropriate writing technique to their visual story.
Writing: Students will tell a story both visually and in written text as it relates to the images. This activity provides students the basic understanding of the relationships key words and images can create in a well-organized story.
Listening: Students will listen to classmates’ input and feedback when they deliver their visual story to the class.

Speaking: Students will speak during their presentation to the class. They will read the text associated with the visual story and answer questions from their classmates.



	Performance
Task

	Overview
In this activity, students will be given five unrelated images (photographs). Students assess their content then place them in a geometric order to visually represent a narrative of connected events. The students will apply the mathematical and English language arts skills that will enhance the visual literacy relationship between text, shapes, and images. Students will summarize their visual design and story to their classmates.

Description
Using five unrelated images (photographs), students will write a “free-form” story connecting the images to one another in a geometric shape. Students will summarize their visual design and story to their classmates.
The following procedures will need to be completed:

1. Assess the photographs’ content and brainstorm possible stories that will relate to the images.
2. Construct a story connecting the images to one another. The content of the generated text may be humorous or serious. The text must relate to the visual arrangement of the supplied photographs.
3. The text must make an impact on the reader.

4. Place the photographs in a geometric order to visually represent a narrative of connected events.

5. Summarize the visual design and story to the class.


	Essential
Skills

Essential
Skills

(con’t.)
	· Understand the characteristics and applications of the undefined terms of geometry (i.e., point, line, and plane). (m6)

· Understand the properties of circles (e.g., radius, arc, diameter, chord, secant, tangent, etc.). (m10)

· Understand the properties and classification of triangles by sides (i.e., scalene, isosceles, and equilateral). (m16)

· Understand the properties and classification of polygons (e.g., triangle, quadrilaterals, pentagon, hexagon, etc.) as well as knowledge of geometric shapes. (m26)

· Understand the properties and classification of quadrilaterals by orientation (e.g., parallelogram, rectangle, rhombus, square, and trapezoid). (m27)
· Use geometric methods (e.g., an unmarked straightedge and compass) to complete basic geometric constructions (e.g., perpendicular bisector of a line segment, angle bisector, etc.). (m28)
· Understand rules of grammar, usage, punctuation, paragraphing, and spelling. (e7)

· Present information in well-organized fashion that will be clear to the target audience. (e11)

· Use writing as a way of expressing personal creativity. (e31)

· Use a variety of media to gather information and to transmit information to specific audiences. (e43)


	Scoring Guide
Attached.


	Attachments/

Resources 
	Sample Photographic Images


Submitted by: Michael Schroeder, Mid-Coast School of Technology
Visual Literacy Scoring Guide

	Score each of the following criteria on a scale of 4 to 0, where

4 = surpasses expectations; 3 = high-quality performance;

2 = satisfactory performance; 1 = minimum-quality performance;

0 = does not meet expectations

	Characteristic
	Criteria
	Score

	Construct a story connecting the images to one another
	Does the story relate to the images?
	

	
	Does the story make an impact on the reader?
	

	
	Has the writer used correct spelling and grammar?
	

	Arrange photographs in a geometric order to visually represent a narrative of connected events
	Visual arrangement of the supplied photographs. 
	

	
	Are photographs placed in a geometric shape?
	

	
	Is the graphic visually appealing?
	

	Summarize the visual design and story to your classmates
	Was the presentation read well and was it organized?
	

	
	Was the story was complete and did it make an impact on the audience?
	

	
	Did the student answer all questions asked about the visual design?
	

	Total
	


Sample Photographic Images
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